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While third Anglo-Maratha war was still in progress, Elphinstone was anxious
to find a way to deal with highly mobile Maratha forces that were stirring country like

- a whiflwind. With the consultation of Munroe, he took a futuristic decision and issued

a lengthy proclamation. The copies of the proclamation were publicized all over
Maharashtra. This proclamation censures Bajirao II as an incompetent individual and
spells out the objectives of British rule. The benevolent nature of forthcoming English
rule has been emphasized. This proclamation helped in reducing the suspicions about
English rule in the minds of people. The fear, that deserting the side of Bajirao II will
invite his wrath and retribution, vanished and every sardar, jahagirdar, inamdar and
sarajamdar got busy in safeguarding own position. The assurance by English, that the
watans of those who abandon the Bajirao’s side-within next two months-would be
preserved, helped in isolating him. The rout at Shivni and the defeat of Panshes at
Solapur were mainly because of Elphinstone’s proclamation. People suffering regular
harassment of plundering rides by Shinde and Holkars looked at the proclamation as a
relief and soon the proclamation became popular. The perception generated after the
battle of Gopalashthi was that the rule of Peshwas has vanqulshed and English are
well in control of situation. :

Elphinstone Mygd lfi'P? t?\e n\e{l%lrogsosmhments were strong during the Peshwa

. rule, thus, he assured in the proclamation that there will be continuation in the religious

policies of erstwhile rulers. He personally visited Wai to reassure the Brahmins who

had migrated there from Pune and to gain their support. There he held an assembly of
renowned scholars and pundits and rewarded them just as Bajirao did. The Brahmins
at Pune were also taken in confidence and rewarded.

. After placating Brahmins, the next important group that mattered was Marathas.
Marathas were more concerned about their martial status. They were pacified by
creating a nominal kingship at Satara. There were as many as 33600 soldiers in
Maharashtra at that time. However, they were leaderless. They were cut off from any
contact with political leadership. The only options left with them were either to engage
in agriculture or to join the British army. Most of them took to the agriculture but few
kept on rebelling against British. Elphinstone did not thought it prudent enough to
completely disarm Marathas as this might hurt their self-respect and generate feeling
of alienation from traditional profession. They were given permits to bear arms and
made responsible for the security of villages. Elphinstone was not interested in
suppressing the martial spirit of this people as he thought that they could be helpful for
law and order purpose and may even be used in warfare. |
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